
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

  

Communication and Language 
Speaking, listening, understanding and maintaining 
attention is the foundation for learning and will be 
a focus during the year. During this term we will 
help your child to: 

 Listen and respond to children and adults. 

 Follow an instruction that has two parts. 

 Expand their vocabulary to help them describe 
themselves and their world. 

 Use language to communicate and explore 
ideas during their learning and play. 

 Talk about events that have been important to 
themselves or their family and friends. 

 To develop their listening, recall and discussion 
skills through story sessions learning new 
vocabulary.  

 

Physical Development  
Your child will be helped to: 

 Develop their fine motor skills for mark making and 
drawing. 

 Use a birds beak grip (using two fingers and thumb) near 
the point of a pencil when making marks and writing. 

 Become independent in their self-care such as using the 
toilet and washing their hands. 

 Use play equipment safely and confidently. 

 Develop their movement, balancing, riding and ball skills. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Education 
We will encourage your child to: 

 Develop their confidence and independence. 

 Begin to understand how others might be 
feeling. 

 Make lots of new friends. 

 Take turns and share, and to use kind 
words, kind hands and kind feet. 

 Develop their sense of responsibility and 
membership of a community. 

 Select and use activities and resources in our 
setting. 

 To be confident to stay at Nursey without 
their parent/carer. 

 Keep play going by responding to what 
others are saying or doing. 

 

Understanding of the World 
We will encourage your child to learn about 
themselves and the world around them, so that 
they can: 
 Use all of their senses in hands-on exploration 

of natural materials. 
 Explore collections of materials with similar 

and/or different properties. 
 Begin to make sense of their own life-story and 

family’s history. 
 Explore how things work. 
 Begin to understand the need to respect and 

care for the natural environment and all living 
things. 

 

Literacy 
We will encourage your child to: 

 Begin to recognise their name 
and other print in the 
environment. 

 Give meaning to their pictures 
when they draw and paint. 

 Understand the roles that writing 
plays in life such as shopping 
lists, instructions and letters.  

 Understand that print has 
meaning. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
We will help your child to: 

 Make rhythmical and repetitive 
sounds. 

 Explore a range of sound-makers and 
instruments and play them in 
different ways. 

 Take part in pretend play. 

 Explore different materials thinking 
about their texture, how to use them, 
how to join them and what to make. 

 Explore colour and colour-mixing 

 Listen with increased attention to 
sounds. • Respond to what they have 
heard, expressing their thoughts and 
feelings. 

Mathematics 
We will encourage your child to: 

 Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or 
‘same’ 

 Complete inset puzzles. 

 Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture 
and language - ‘bigger/little/smaller’, 
‘high/low’, ‘tall’, ‘heavy’.  

 Notice patterns and begin to arrange things 
in patterns. 

 Say one number for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. 

 Know that the last number reached when 
counting a small set of objects tells you 
how many there are in total (‘cardinal 
principle’). 

 Experiment with their own symbols and 
marks as well as numerals. 

Nursery Autumn Term - Our first topic is ‘Me 

and my Family’. 

After half term our topic will be ‘Seasons and 

Celebrations’. 


